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The group had requested visits to schools and two
were chosen to host them. At Cathedral Grammar
School, the chorus first sang to four different groups
within the school, then did a workshop with the
school’s own chorus group and performed their
joint piece to the whole school.  The school café
provided a delicious lunch.

Sector Community, Culture and Sport

Project name Kurashiki Youth Chorus
visit to Christchurch
March 2004.

Sponsors Christchurch – Kurashiki Sister
City Committee

The final event of the 30th Anniversary Celebrations
of the link between Christchurch and Kurashiki was
the visit to Christchurch of the Kurashiki Youth
Chorus.  The group consisted of 31 young people
between the ages of 9-18 plus 7 adult leaders and
parents.  The group sang a variety of music including
Traditional and Popular Japanese songs and a variety
of Popular Western songs and musicals.

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/207

Lunch at School with the visitors

During the afternoon, a similar programme was
held with Selwyn House School.   In both cases the
schools experienced a wonderful exchange of music
and culture between both students and teachers.

Is this REAL WOOL?

A request for one night of homestay for 24 of the
group was also fulfilled.  Because of a change in
New Zealand lifestyles with more homes having two
workers and less spare rooms, it has become difficult
to find suitable homes for students to stay for a
night or two.  However 24 beds were found for a
one-night homestay experience.  Some of the hosts
had never taken Japanese students before so it was
a new situation for them.  In every case it was a
real success with many stories of exciting experiences
exchanged.

The Chorus at Selwyn House School.

The visit coincided with the NZ Sister Cities
Conference also being hosted by Christchurch. This
provided an exciting opportunity for the group to
sing at the Conference opening welcome night, and
the 180 delegates at the Conference Centre were
treated to 20 minutes of song.

At the Sister Cities Conference Welcome.
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At their own expense the group requested a full
day trip to a farm, jet boat rides and an evening
meal at Flockhill Station.  The visit to Rubicon Farm
was arranged with a jet boat ride, a try at feeding
the sheep with a bottle and a sheep dog
demonstration.   The highlight was the viewing of
the sheep shearing and the opportunity to have a
go with the hand clippers.

A visit was also arranged to Willowbank Wildlife
Sanctuary, where the group were treated to a guided
tour around the farm and the Kiwi House.

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/207

Ready for the Jet Boat rides.

Evening meals and lunches were provided to
experience a variety of restaurants and food styles.
 These ranged from light finger food meals with
kiwi style sandwiches, savouries, cheerios, fish bites
and chicken nibbles to Chinese meals, roasts, set
meals and smorgasbord dinners.  The variety reflected
the cosmopolitan food collection now available in
Christchurch.

The group sang in Cathedral Square outside the
Cathedral during the Friday Lunchtime Concerts,
performing to a passing crowd estimated at over
1,000.

The group sang in front of the Cathedral.

They ate well at the Restaurants

The second Concert was held in the Great Hall at
the Arts Centre on Sunday afternoon.  The main
promotion for this concert was the work of members
of the group roving around the Arts Centre singing
and handing out flyers for the free concert that
afternoon.  Numbers were very gratifying with over
500 attending throughout the afternoon and
approximately 250 there at any one time.  Again
this concert consisted of a variety of items from the
group in both their uniform and traditional kimono
dress.

The Arts Centre Concert in Kimono Uniforms

The farewell evening was hosted by the Sister City
Committee and was a huge success, with over 40
local people and the 40 from the group eating a
kiwi roast meal at the Papanui Club, followed by a
brief concert from the members.  Thank you
speeches and gift exchanging concluded a very
interesting night.

The group contributed around $10,000 to local
attractions, shops and restaurants, while the Sister
City Committee contributed just over $5,000 for
transport, hosting and farewell costs within the city.

Text and photos courtesy of Newton Dodge & Cheryl Thorne
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Sector  Community, Culture and Sport

Project Name  Kurashiki Junior Philharmony

Orchestra

Sponsor  Christchurch City Council

Introduction

To help celebrate the 30th Anniversary of the

Christchurch – Kurashiki link through music, culture

and friendship, the Kurashiki Junior Philharmony

Orchestra, consisting of 65 young people and 20

support crew, visited Christchurch in March 2003

for a seven-day visit. They performed in a joint

concert with the Christchurch Youth Orchestra and

took home many great thoughts and memories

about Christchurch and New Zealand. They left

behind lasting impressions in the hearts and lives

of the people of Christchurch.

How it all Started

In 1998 Sayuri Ando, a 17 yr old Kurashiki resident,

came to Christchurch to study music and attend an

English Language School for 12 months.    Her

parents were both accomplished musicians and

teachers of music, piano and violin, and they

encouraged Sayuri to further her musical & language

studies in Christchurch.   After completing her initial

courses, Sayuri signed up for four years’ training in

'Early Childhood Teaching'. She continued her

involvement in music and joined the Christchurch

Youth Orchestra.   Sayuri made quite an impact with

her musical talent.

Sayuri was so impressed with the people of

Christchurch that each year when she went back

to Japan on holiday, she gathered ideas on how her

Japanese musical friends could experience the

Christchurch and New Zealand phenomena for

themselves.   Sayuri convinced her mother, director

of a musical training school, to organise a Kurashiki

Ensemble group visit to Christchurch in 2002.  This

ensemble consisted of 18 young people who were

mostly employed as music teachers in Kurashiki’s

Junior High Schools. They performed several indoor

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/208

Kurashiki Junior Philharmony Orchestra

and outdoor concerts around the city, a two-night

homestay experience in Christchurch homes, and

did some sightseeing.   The ensemble members

vowed to return, which they did in March 2003.

This time they brought with them 75 children from

their school music classes – the newly formed

Kurashiki Junior Philharmony Orchestra.

The Leadup

Planning for this significant event was undertaken

by Christchurch/Kurashiki Committee members (all

unpaid volunteers), in constant communication with

Kurashiki City Hall, whose staff acted as a link with

the leader of the Orchestra.  He happened to be

the father of Sayuri, the young student who had

started it all.  During November 2002, an advance

team visited from Kurashiki to put some final touches

to the arrangements, accommodation, trips and

concert venues.

The major concert was scheduled to take place in

the new Aurora Centre, a concert chamber recently

opened as a joint venture between the Christchurch

City Council and Burnside High School.  Bed &

breakfast accommodation was arranged at the local

YMCA

Then came the news ten days out from arrival, that

nearly half of the parents had met and decided that

in the climate of SARS and terrorism, they would

not let their children travel in a plane to the other

end of the world.  Hurriedly arranged meetings

were held in Kurashiki, and one senior leader of the

orchestra took it upon himself to personally visit

every family involved and convince them of the real

situation.  He must have been very persuasive, as

in the end of the 90 planning to come, only five

young people withdrew.
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and 'in kind' donations. The whole trip is estimated

to have cost $245,000, excluding substantial

volunteer hours.

Community participation in the visit was immense.

As well as committee members and council staff,

people in the restaurant industry, retail sector,

tourism and transport companies, farm operators,

those enlsited as local guides and hosts all

appreciated the talent and friendly disposition of

the visitors.  The media without exception gave

good coverage and support.

The main concert staged at the Aurora Centre raised

the awareness of Kurashiki and the Sister City

Movement to an audience of 680 people. The 40

families with children in the Christchurch Youth

Orchestra were introduced to their Japanese Sister

City, and to the lives of young people from Kurashiki.

It all started with the visit of ONE young lady, who

returned with an 18 strong ensemble, who later

returned with an 85-member orchestra. Now there

is talk of a reciprocal visit by the Christchurch Youth

Orchestra to Kurashiki, Japan.

The Highlights

The Sounds of Two Cities Concert at the magnificent
Aurora Centre followed three days of intensive
group rehearsals.  Ticket sales were organised by
Christchurch Youth Orchestra members, and posters
were circulated to restaurants, backpacker hostels
and internet cafes around the city. Local newspapers
and radio stations all contributed to the promotional
success of the activity. The local CTV channel featured
the group and gave several free plugs for the concert.

The Christchurch Youth Orchestra performed first,
followed by the Kurashiki Youth Philharmony
Orchestra.  A crescendo was reached when both

groups joined forces to present a set together.   An

almost full house of 680 people thoroughly enjoyed

the concert.

A balanced programme was provided for the group,

and the highlight for many was a farm visit, where

they witnessed the sheep shearing skills of our

shearers, and tried their own hands at the hand

clippers. This was followed by a dog obedience

demonstration and a thrilling jet boat ride on the

Waimakariri River.

Cost and Community Participation

Group members met their own return airfare and

accommodation costs. All other local costs were

met by way of a Christchurch City Council grant

The Junior Section of the Orchestra
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•∑ The local and visiting chapters held combined
exhibitions of their works which were very well
attended.  The exhibitions were well advertised
through local newspapers, internet, Consular
Office of Japan, garden groups and local radio

•∑ The visiting chapter held workshops to
demonstrate their skills to both local chapter
members and the public of Christchurch

Cost of the project

• The Christchurch – Kurashiki Sister City
Committee funded the hire of the exhibition
venue and hosted a ‘Welcome’ function for the
visitors.

•∑ The local Chapter of the Ikebana Society
provided home hosting, sightseeing, vases and
materials to the visitors.

•∑ The Kurashiki Chapter paid their own airfares,
taxes etc and hosted a ‘thank you’ party at the
end of their visit.

• The Kurashiki Chapter also paid for their tour
outside of Christchurch city and it’s immediate
environs.

Summary

This exchange has resulted in many firm friendships
being formed amongst the members of the two
chapters.  Correspondence is continuing to
strengthen the relationships.  After two visits from
Japan to Christchurch the local chapter is planning
a reciprocal visit in November 2006 when they will
also attend the Ikebana International Convention
in Tokyo.  Now that this link is firmly established
both Kurashiki City Hall, Christchurch City Council
and the Christchurch - Kurshiki sister City Committee
can step back and assist the groups on an ‘as needs’
basis.

Sector Community, Culture and Sport

Project name Ikebana Exchange

Sponsors Christchurch – Kurashiki Sister
City Committee

Introduction

Over the past 2 years the Christchurch Chapter of
Ikebana International has hosted 2 groups of
members (around 20 each time) of Kurashiki’s
Sogetsu School of Ikebana to Christchurch where
they held combined exhibitions and Japanese guests
also held workshops.  The visitors also went on a
short 4 day tour of the Canterbury and Otago
regions.

Purpose of the project is to:

• Share the passion for floral art and teach each
other new techniques for display

•∑ Further strengthen relationships between people
of our Sister Cities

• Experience the cultural differences between our
respective people and environments

Terms and conditions of the programme

The Christchurch Chapter of Ikebana invited the
Kurashiki Chapter to visit and offered to assist with
home hosting, transportation, finding an exhibition
venue and sourcing appropriate containers and
materials for the displays and workshops.

Details of the project

•∑ Christchurch City Council and Kurashiki City
Hall assisted with communication between the
two groups

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/202
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Cost of the project

• The Christchurch City Council and Kurashiki
City Hall provided sufficient funds to commission
their sculptures.

• The chosen artists found suitable venues for
the sculptors to work.

• Sponsorship was found for airfares and
transportation of the artworks.

• Christchurch City Council arranged free
accommodation for the Japanese sculptor at
the Christchurch Arts Centre as “artist in
residence”  for which he was also given a
stipend for food and other incidentals.

• Each sculptor visited the others city at different
times of the year and were then able to assist
the other to source material, tools etc and to
take them sightseeing etc.

Summary

A very firm bond has been forged between the
sculptors and their respective Universities which has
resulted in another 2 way exchange, this time for
4th year sculpture students for 5 weeks each.  Other
exchanges of this type are planned each year.  Now
that this link has been established between the
Universities the Christchurch City Council,
Christchurch – Kurashiki Sister City Committee and
Kurashiki City Hall need take no active part in its
maintenance.

Sector Community, Culture and Sport

Project name Sculpture/Sculptor Exchange

Sponsors Christchurch City Council and
Kurashiki City Hall

Introduction

To mark the 30th anniversary of the Christchurch –
Kurashiki Sister City relationship it was suggested
by a local Christchurch sculptor that each city give
the other a gift of a sculpture.  From this simple
idea a more involving project developed which was
to send a sculptor to the others city to complete
their sculpture.  The works were commissioned and
the sculptors were each given 4 weeks in the others
country to complete their work as ‘Sculptor in
Residence’ through their local University.  For the
Christchurch sculptor this necessitated much of the
preparatory work being done prior to his residency
in Japan.

Purpose of the project is to:

• Each city gain a new and exciting artwork for
the enjoyment of all.

• To provide permanent and highly visible evidence
of the strong relationship between the cities.

• For fellow sculptors to learn new and different
techniques for their art.

• The sculptors gained an appreciation of working
within a different culture.

Terms and conditions of the programme

The cities agreed that this was the gift each wished
to give the other to mark this important milestone
in our relationship.  Each city agreed to assist with
the finding of a “residence” and this was facilitated
by the sculptors.

Details of the project

•∑ Christchurch City Council and Kurashiki City
Hall assisted with finding of a “residency” for

the sculptor.

 

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/203

• The chosen sculptors were
able to find a suitable
venue for their counterpart
to work.  This was in a
public area so that the
public could watch the
progress of the artwork

• Each sculptor gave 2 public
lectures on their style of
sculpture which were very
well attended
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Cost of Project

The overall cost was $35,000, of which $29,000
was raised from 20 sponsors. Members of the
association spent an estimated 3000 hours and the
following support was also given.

•∑ At no cost, Price Waterhouse Coopers Gallery at
Westpac St James Theatre was provided for the
art exhibition, and Illot Theatre in Wellington Town
Hall was provided for the speech presentation.

•∑ Wellington City Council provided free usage of
equipment for live coverage of the speech
presentation and technical staff support.

•∑ Mayor Prendergast volunteered to be one of the
panel commentators for the Sakai        students’
speech presentation and Deputy Mayor Shaw
acted as M/C.

•∑ The Wellington City Council Reception foyer and
the Central Library were used for display signs.

•∑ Two buses were provided to transport Sakai visitors
to Wairarapa and back, free of  charge.

•∑ Wellington Stagecoach buses allowed us to hang
promotional posters in their city buses.

•∑ Discount tickets were provided for the fundraising
movie evening.

•∑ $3000 worth of prizes were donated for raffle
tickets to generate funds.

•∑ Self-catering for the opening reception by using
community groups and restaurants.

•∑ Free advertising, including articles in Wellington
City Council publication, Japanese Embassy’s
quarterly bulletin and website, and Sister Cities
New Zealand’s website.

Summary

The benefits of this project were:-

The citizens of Wellington had direct contact with
the Sakai visitors through:

• homestays

• approx 350 attended the opening reception

• over 1,000 people viewed or participated in the
exhibition and workshops

• 10 students participated the live video speech
presentation with an audience of approx 200 in
each sister city

• the Wairarapa visit (60 people)

and new and lasting friendships were formed
between homestay hosts and visitors.

Government departments, the Embassy of Japan,
the region’s local councils, other community
organisations with similar objects, management and
staff of sponsors, and local schools all formed a
bond with Wellington Sakai Association.  The event
helped to develop a strong working-together
relationship.

Sector Community, Culture and Sport

Project name 10th Anniversary Celebration
Project

Sponsors Wellington Sakai Association

Introduction

The sister city agreement between Wellington and
Sakai Cities was signed on 4 February 1994 and in
June 1996 Wellington Sakai Association
Incorporated, a voluntary organisation, was
established to support the community based activities
in co-operation with other organisations who have
similar aims. The association has about 60 members
and is operated by annual grant from Wellington
City Council and memberships.

In September 2003, the association set up a sub-
committee with representatives from the following
four organisations which have created firm
relationships with Sakai, to organise the 10th
anniversary celebration (21-31 August 2004).

- Wellington Artists’ Gallery Trust

-  Wellington Potters Association

-  Ikebana International

-  Wellington Nakano Educational Society

The main objectives were to demonstrate their
achievements over the past 10 years to Wellington
people and to strengthen further a global link
through the anniversary activities.

Activities

Wellington hosted about 50 Sakai citizens including
25 artists for the 10th anniversary celebrations held
in August 2004.  The main activities were:-

•∑ a joint art/ikebana/photography/pottery
exhibition and workshops

• a live video link between Wellington and Sakai,
with a speech presentation involving college
students speaking in the other’s language

• a people to people exchange forum involving
Embassy of Japan, Clair Sydney, Air New
Zealand, JALPAK, JET Alumni Association and
Japan National Tourist Organisation

• a bus tour for our visitors and friends to the
Wairarapa to visit vineyards in Martinborough
and the Japanese War Memorial Park in
Featherston

• a school visit where visitors were welcomed by
a 600 pupil haka, showing Wellington’s multi
cultural society

• unveiling a sculpture gift from the people of
Wellington to the people of Sakai

www.sistercities.org.nz
SCNZ09/06/209
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1 “Each member community” means a Member of Sister Cities International

Sector Community,
Culture and Sport

Project Name Sister Cities Young
Artists Competition

Sponsor International
Christchurch Youth
(ICY)

Introduction

The International Christchurch Youth (ICY) group,
supported by the Civic and International Relations
team at Christchurch City Council, supports the
development of a local Sister Cities Young Artists
Competition in Japan. ICY has set its objectives
based on promoting cultural awareness, and
involving youth in Sister Cities and international
relations.

Following the inaugural Christchurch Sister Cities
Young Artists Competition in 2005, ICY has also
organised the 2006 competition, with the vision of
making this a sustainable annual event. The winning
artwork of the local competition is submitted to the
international version of the same competition
organised by Sister Cities International. All entries
will be displayed at the Sister Cities International
Annual Conference in Washington DC. There is a
cash prize for all finalists in the international
competition.

This has proved a successful way of getting young
people in Christchurch involved in the Sister Cities
movement, which could be perceived as having
greater potential for youth participation. There is a
role to be played by the young artists, and also for
those who look to develop their organisational and
leadership skills.

Purpose of Project

Sister Cities International writes about the
international art competition: “Since 1988, the Sister
Cities International Annual Young Artists
Competition has engaged youth with the sister city
mission to promote peace through mutual respect,
understanding, and cooperation. Young artists from
around the world, aged 13 through 18, use their
imagination to express their concept of the sister
city mission through the competition’s yearly theme.”

Terms and Conditions of Programme

• Each participating student artist must be
between 13-18 years of age at the time the
entries are due (usually late April).

• All entries must be the original design and
artwork of the entrant.

• Only new pieces inspired by the theme should
be submitted.

• Each member community 1 may submit one
piece of artwork created by a local student.1

• Each member community may invite its sister
cities to participate.

• The member community may then submit one
piece of artwork created by a student from each
sister city. Each entry must be sent with a
completed official entry form and the
appropriate fee.

• Only artwork submitted by a member
community will be accepted.

• Once submitted, the artwork becomes the
artistic property of the local competition
organisers and Sister Cities International.

(This information is also available from
www.sistercities.org/sci/sciprograms/yap)

Details of Process

Sister Cities International sets out the following
outline of organising a local Sister

Cities Young Artists Competition:

• Designate a chairperson

• Involve art teachers, art enthusiasts, and
social/civic leaders.

• Send information to schools, libraries, and
museums to encourage youth participation and
increase community awareness and support;

• Forward information to key contact people who
are involved in each of your community’s sister
city relationships;

• Select judges and set a date for a local showcase;

• Consider that the number of applications a
sister city community may present is limited to
the following: one application in each category
from the local sister city community and one in
each category from each of their sister city
partners. An individual artist from one
community may apply in both categories,
provided that no other artists apply from that
community.

SCNZ09/06/212
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In addition, the following matters should be
considered as a starting point:

• The organisers of the local event coordinate all
the logistical aspects of their competition. This
includes, but is not limited to, the organisation
of budget, venue, exhibition, judging and prizes.

• The rules for the local competition should not
conflict with the overall rules and guidelines of
the international competition.

• The local competition would need to be held
earlier than the international competition, to
allow time for couriering of the winning artwork
to the US.

• There is an entry fee for the international
competition, and it is the responsibility of the
local organisers to ensure that entries are
submitted with the entry fee.

SCNZ09/06/212

Cost of Project

The organisers of the local event set the Entry Fee
for the local competition, and organise various
prizes. They may seek sponsorship from the local
government and various Sister City committees of
their community, whether it is financial support or
logistical support. They should also investigate
sponsorship opportunities from corporate bodies
for prizes.

Summary

This programme will enter its second year of running
in 2006, and it has attracted a growing audience.
It is a way of promoting youth participation and
raising the awareness of the Sister Cities movement.
It is a cost-effective and manageable project, which
young people can run for their peers in the
community.

Attachments

The Christchurch Sister Cities Young Artists
Competition 2005 entry form, and Sister Cities
International’s Showcase of Young Artists 2006
entry form are included in the appendices.
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Sector Community, Culture and Sport

Project name Softball Links With Japan

Sponsor Hutt Valley Softball
Association

Introduction

New Zealand’s long-standing link with Ono, Gifu
Prefecture formed as a result of work done by the
late Lester Baldwin of New Zealand Softball to
encourage greater sporting contact between New
Zealand and Japan.  The link has expanded to include
Hutt Valley Softball Association, focusing on the
junior level.

An annual exchange programme is now in place for
junior softball players from Hutt Valley and Gifu
Prefecture.

Project Details

The first exchange took place in January 2006, when
Ono sent to Hutt Valley a Junior Girls’ Team of seven
players, accompanied by three adults.  The team
participated in a series of games against Hutt Valley
teams, homestayed and did some sightseeing while
in the Wellington region..

On arrival in Hutt Valley, the team from Ono met
the Mayor of Lower Hutt and their host families at
a reception held at the Hutt Valley Softball
Association Offices.

Softball matches were organised against the Totara
Park U17, Hutt Valley U15 and Hutt Valley U17
teams, with games in Upper and Lower Hutt.  The
visitors showed their skill, determination and
discipline to compete exceptionally well against their
generally older opponents.

At the end of the visit, a farewell party took place
at Hutt Minoh Friendship House, Lower Hutt.  There
the visitors demonstrated another skill, entertaining
the audience of local softball team members and
officials, host families and supporters with a range
of Japanese folk dances. The local girls, not to be
outdone, replied in earnest.

Summary

Following the visit, Hutt Valley Softball Association
began fundraising for a Hutt Valley Junior Girls
Softball team to visit Ono, Japan, to renew firm
friendships made and endeavor to gain revenge on
the pitch.

Celebrating victory at Maidstone Park, Game One.

Other activities during the visit included a school
tour (no classes however, being school holidays),
and visits to Te Papa and the beach.

Horse riding in Upper Hutt, a first-time experience for
everyone.

Batter up at Fraser Park v Hutt Valley U17 reps.

Both teams join in at the sayonara party.
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